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Time for you and time for me,
And time yet for a hundred indecisions,
And for a hundred visions and revisions,
Before the taking of a toast and tea.

Good evening, family, friends, teachers, administration, staff, and, of course, fellow graduates. My name is Rocio
Bautista, and it is both an honor and a privilege to be standing here as the salutatorian of the graduating class of 2021. 

I think that after one heck of a year, we can stop, take a breath, and take in this moment. We deserve it. Look at us!
Graduating in the middle of a pandemic and persevering through many challenges while adapting to our "new normal."
However, it is not only our perseverance through these tough times that makes us exceptional—it is our strength,
character, and hard work that has brought us to this point. 

I want to share an excerpt from my favorite poem, "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" by T.S. Eliot.

Time. It's an overarching theme of the poem. Today is a time to reflect on the last four years and think about our
failures and successes. Time to think about all the times we got back up from what seemed, to us, rock bottom. Time to
look back on every laugh, stumble, cry, and dance. 

I'm sure you all are feeling the same way—that there isn't enough time. To me, it seems that I'm growing up way too fast.
One day, I'm wearing my school uniform as an elementary school student, and now I'm here, graduating and ready to go
off to college. But there is enough time for a hundred indecisions and a hundred visions and revisions. There is time to
make mistakes and to grow from our experiences. We have so much going on at once that we tend to forget that we're
still young, fallible, and have a whole life ahead of us. We are meant to be human, not perfect. Take a deep breath, and
remember that there is time for anything and everything. 

On behalf of our graduates, I extend a heartfelt thank you to the people that have helped us through each and every
moment of our educational journey and personal development. 

To our teachers, administration and staff: Thank you for becoming our mentors, fostering curiosity, and enriching our
minds. Thank you for being the light we needed, and guiding us when we fell or lost direction. Lastly, thank you for the
dedication you have put forth to make this ceremony possible.

To our loved ones: Thank you for being understanding, caring, and allowing us to confide in you through the good
times, bad times, and regardless of the directions we have chosen in life. 
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Finally, to my parents: Thank you, Mom and Dad, for your unwavering support and endless love. Thank you for teaching me
to be true to myself and to follow my dreams and aspirations no matter what. I am blessed to have parents that will
sacrifice anything to see their little girl succeed. 

Finalmente, a mis padres: Gracias, Mamá y Papá, por su apoyo inquebrantable y su amor sin fin. Gracias por enseñarme a
ser fiel a mí misma y a seguir mis sueños y aspiraciones sin importar nada. Tengo la bendición de tener padres que
sacrificarán cualquier cosa para ver que su pequeña tenga éxito.

Before I depart, I want to leave you all with one thing I learned over the last four years—cherish the time you have with
your loved ones but make time to grow and leave a mark on the world. From the bottom of my heart, thank you and
congratulations to the graduating Class of 2021.

KAREN WAGNER HIGH SCHOOL 
SALUTATORIAN SPEECH


